Daily, we strive to be a welcoming Christian community of faith:
loving and forgiving, questioning and learning, inviting and serving.

Sunday, August 7, 2022
9th Sunday after Pentecost
Click here to join online:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84893814344?pwd=QWIvMXBxbT
F5eGQ0ZndHUGRYc04rZz09

St. John’s in the Mountains Episcopal Church
1994 Mountain Rd.
Stowe, Vermont 05672
802-253-7578

The Holy Eucharist
Welcome to St. John’s in the Mountains and an invitation to quiet meditation.
Please stand as you are able.

Hymn: #637 How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord
Hymnal: The Hymnal 1982
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Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
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and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Hymn of Praise
Hymn #390 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation, v 1, 4
Hymnal: The Hymnal 1982
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation;
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation:
join the great throng,
psaltery, organ, and song,
sounding in glad adoration.
Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!
All that hath life and breath come now
with praises before him!
Let the amen sound from his people again;
gladly for ever adore him
God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Collect of the Day – said by the celebrant
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those
things that are right, that we, who cannot exist without you, may
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by you be enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated for the lessons.

The Lessons

A reading from Genesis 15:1-6
The word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, "Do not
be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very
great." But Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what will you give me,
for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of
Damascus?" And Abram said, "You have given me no
offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir."
But the word of the LORD came to him, "This man shall not
be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your
heir." He brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven
and count the stars, if you are able to count them." Then he
said to him, "So shall your descendants be." And he believed
the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.
Here what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God
Psalm 33:12-22 (taken from the St. Helena’s Psalter)
Happy is the nation that worships you, O Most High; *
happy the people you have chosen to be your own!
You look down from heaven *
and behold all the people in the world.
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From where you sit enthroned you turn your gaze *
on all who dwell on the earth.
You fashion all the hearts of them *
and understand all their works.
There is no ruler that can be saved by a mighty army; *
the strong are not delivered by their great strength.
The horse is a vain hope for deliverance; *
for all its strength it cannot save.
But your eye, O God, is upon those who fear you, *
on those who wait upon your love,
To pluck their lives from death, *
and to feed them in time of famine.
Our soul waits for you; *
you are our help and our shield.
Indeed, our heart rejoices in you, *
for in your holy Name we put our trust.
Let your loving-kindness, O God, be upon us, *
as we have put our trust in you.

A Reading from Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors
received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds
were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was
made from things that are not visible.
6

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a
place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out,
not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a
time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land,
living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with
him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city
that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By
faith he received power of procreation, even though he was
too old-- and Sarah herself was barren-- because he
considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from
one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were
born, "as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable
grains of sand by the seashore."
All of these died in faith without having received the
promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them.
They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on
the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that
they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the
land that they had left behind, they would have had
opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country,
that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be
called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God
Please stand as you are able for

Hymn: #714 Shalom, my friends
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Hymnal: The Hymnal 1982

Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Luke.
Glory to you Lord Christ
Jesus said to his disciples, "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it
is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell
your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves
that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where
no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.
"Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those
who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding
banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as
he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the
master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will
fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will
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come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the
night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those
slaves.
"But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what
hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house
be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man
is coming at an unexpected hour."
The Gospel of the Lord;
Praise to you Lord Christ.
Please be seated for the

The Sermon

Please stand as you are able for the

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
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the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Please remain standing as you are able for the

Prayers of People
The Leader and People pray responsively

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who
are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
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For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the
needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, Shannon our Bishop, Richard
and Zarina our clergy, and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions, verbally (in-person) or in the chat-box, if online.

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings, verbally (in-person) or in the chat-box, if online.

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in
your eternal kingdom.
Silence
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The People may add their own petitions, verbally (in-person) or in the chat-box, if online.

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
The Deacon bids the Confession of Sin:

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence is kept.
Leader and People

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Priest pronounces the absolution,

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
The clergy and people exchange greetings with one another in the name of the Lord. At this time,
we ask that during the peace, everyone stays in their own seat and verbally exchanges words of
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greeting and peace. Members of the same family may certainly touch one another, but otherwise the
greeting should be words or a bow. We all have different feelings about being touched at this time,
and erring on the side of reserve for that is most appropriate.

Hymn: #771 O God of gentle strength
Hymnal: Wonder, Love, and Praise

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of
life abundant. From before time you made ready the creation.
Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things
into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and
every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to
walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far
away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not
forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of
your love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the
chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to
magnify you as we sing:
13
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To
deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the
riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the
holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts
and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the
poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were
heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him
to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be
glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his
friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to
them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” As supper was ending,
Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it
to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the
new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and
remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is and is to
come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves,
a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they
may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over
the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of
Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time
bring us, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed John the Baptist
and all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and
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nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of
the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for
ever and ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
The Celebrant breaks the bread and says

We break this bread to share the Body of Christ.
We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one
bread.
The Celebrant then says

The gifts of God for the people of God.
No matter where your faith journey has taken you, or where it may be leading
you today, all are welcome and invited to receive Holy Communion at St.
John’s in the Mountains Episcopal Church. Please hold out your hands to
receive the bread. The chalice will not be shared at this time. If you would
like to receive a blessing, please come forward and cross your arms over your
chest.

Communion music
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Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and
the cup of salvation; you have united us with Christ and one
another; and you have made us one with all your people in
heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of
your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the
world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our
Saviour. Amen.
Please be seated for the

Announcements
Please stand as you are able for the

Blessing

Hymn: #68 Rejoice! Rejoice, believers
Hymnal: The Hymnal 1982
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The deacon offers the

Dismissal
The people respond

Thanks be to God!
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Participants in today’s service:
Celebrant and Preacher: The Rev. Bob Leopold
Lectors: Roger Nicholls
Intercessor:
Acolyte:
Musician: Natalie Hubbs
Greeter:
Counters: Barbara Baraw & Sandy Duncan
Altar Guild: Barbara Baraw
Agape Hour:
Hymn permission used by Rite Song a one-time use reprint license for
congregational use.

Updates from the All-Parish Vestry Meeting
Please note the following changes effective 3/20/22
~ Masks are optional inside the building at your comfort level
~ Please wear masks during the singing of hymns
~ If you’re not feeling well, please stay home, even if you have
mild symptoms
~Agape hour will take place directly following worship. Coffee
Hour will be held outside, weather permitting.
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