Sunday, November 28, 2021
1st Sunday of Advent
10:00a
Click here to join online:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83883105723?pwd=dTFPS3NxalFz
OXNaZFVMWDNsdWR1dz09
Wifi access at St. John's in the Mountains:
WiFi: stjohns1
password: stjohns1

The Holy Eucharist
A bell will ring 2-3 minutes before the service begins for silent prayer.
Please stand as you are able.

Hymn 57

(The Hymnal 1982) Lo! He comes, with clouds descending

Blessed be the one, holy, and living One.
You come to your people and set them free.
Collect for Purity – said by celebrant
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Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Lighting of the Advent Wreath
First Sunday of Advent
Oh blest is Christ that came:
In God’s most holy name.
A single candle is lit.

The Church lights candles in Advent marking the weeks which
lead to the celebration of Christ’s birth on Christmas. The
candles remind God’s people of the light of Christ in the midst
of a world in darkness. We are a beacon of hope to the
reconciling love of God in Christ. One simple candle gives the
light we need to spread hope and share the dream God has for us,
a dream where light overcomes darkness and life overcomes
death. This is the light we light today as we begin our journey to
the manger.
Let us pray.
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move
every human heart and especially the hearts of the people of this
land, this town, and this faith community, that barriers which
divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease;
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that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice and
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Oh blest is Christ that came
In God’s most holy name.
Hymn of Praise The Song of Mary
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The Lord be with you.
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And also with you.
Let us pray.
Collect of the Day – said by the celebrant
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness,
and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility;
that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious
majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the
life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The Lessons
Please be seated for the lessons.

A reading from Jeremiah 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill
the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of
Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous
Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice
and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be
saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name
by which it will be called: "The LORD is our righteousness."
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 25: 1-9 (taken from the St. Helena’s Psalter)
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To you, O God, I lift up my soul;
my God, I put my trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
Show me your ways, O God, *
and teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.
Remember, O God, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O God.
Gracious and upright are you; *
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
You guide the humble in doing right *
and teach your way to the lowly.
All your paths are love and faithfulness *
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.

A reading from 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the
joy that we feel before our God because of you? Night and
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day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face
and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus
direct our way to you. And may the Lord make you increase
and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we
abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your
hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God
and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able for the

Hymn 65 (The Hymnal 1982)

Prepare the way, O Zion
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Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Luke.
Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the
stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by
the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from
fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for
the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see
'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great
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glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up
and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing
near."
Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the
trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves
and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God
is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away
until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will not pass away.
"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and
that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come
upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at
all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all
these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son
of Man."
Glory to you Lord Christ
The Gospel of the Lord;
Praise to you Lord Christ.
Please be seated for the

The Sermon

The Rev. Dr. Richard R. Swanson, Rector

Please stand as you are able for the

Nicene Creed
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Please remain standing as you are able for the

The Prayers of People

Almighty One, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
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Grant that every member of the Church may truly and
humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and
Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations
of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others either silently
or aloud.
The congregation may add their own petitions.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
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The deacon bids the confession

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence is kept.
Leader and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest pronounces the absolution,

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen
The Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
The clergy and people exchange greetings with one another in the name of the Lord. At this
time, we ask that during the peace, everyone stays in their own seat and verbally exchanges
13

words of greeting and peace. Members of the same family may certainly touch one another,
but otherwise the greeting should be words or a bow. We all have different feelings about
being touched at this time, and erring on the side of reserve for that is most appropriate.
St John’s in the Mountains is grateful for your presence with us today. We are fortunate for
the generous financial gifts we have received, from you, our dear parishioners and friends.
Please consider continued giving to St John’s in the Mountains. For those online or at home
if you wish to make a gift, please do so through our PayPal account at
www.stjohnsinthemountains.org.

Hymn 61

(The Hymnal 1982) “Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us
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The Great Thanksgiving
The following Eucharistic prayer was approved by the 2018 General Convention of The Episcopal
Church. It is approved for use by Bishop MacVean-Brown for use in the Episcopal Church in
Vermont. This modification of Eucharist Prayer B, as originally found in the Book of
Common Prayer 1979, introduces expansive language to express the divine presence of God that
is not gender specific.

God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere
to give thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and
earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from
sin and death, and to make us heirs of everlasting life; that
when Christ shall come again in power and great triumph to
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judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to
behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our
voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory
of your Name:

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which
you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to
be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For
in these last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you
have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before
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you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of
sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this
for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember Christ’s death,
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,
We await Christ’s coming in glory;
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And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you,
O Savior of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread
and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy
Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us
in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we
are acceptable to you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and
bring us to that heavenly country where, with the blessèd Virgin
Mary, blessèd John the Baptist, and all your saints, we may enter
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus
Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the
Church, and the author of our salvation. By Christ, and
with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Celebrant breaks the bread and says

We break this bread to share the Body of Christ.
We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one
bread.
The Celebrant then says

The gifts of God for the people of God.
No matter where your faith journey has taken you, or where it may be leading you today, all are
welcome and invited to receive Holy Communion at St. John’s in the Mountains Episcopal
Church. Please hold out your hands to receive the bread. The chalice will not be shared at this time.
If you would like to receive a blessing, please come forward and cross your arms over your chest.

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us
with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and
Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring
us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the
Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And
now, O God, send us out to do the work you have given us to
do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our
Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and
glory, now and for ever. Amen.
Please be seated for the

Announcements
Please stand as you are able for the

Blessing

Hymn 66

(The Hymnal 1982)

Come, thou long-expected Jesus
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The deacon offers the

Dismissal

The people respond

Thanks be to God.
Participants in today’s service:
Celebrant:
Deacon:

The Rev. Dr. Richard R. Swanson, Rector
The Rev. Zarina Suárez O’Hagin
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Preacher:
The Rev. Dr. Richard R. Swanson
Lectors:
Sandy Duncan and Barbara Baraw
Intercessor:
Musician: Gabe Sequeira-Bacher

Service Music:
The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #125 The Holy Eucharist II, Holy, holy,
holy Lord: Sanctus
The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #247 Canticle 15, The Song of Mary:
Magnificat

Hymn permission used by Rite Song a one-time use reprint
license for congregational use.

Additional login information:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83883105723?pwd=dTFPS3NxalFz
OXNaZFVMWDNsdWR1dz09
Meeting ID: 838 8310 5723
Passcode: 802
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,83883105723#,,,,*802# US (Washington DC)
22

Dial by your location
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 838 8310 5723
Passcode: 802
Find your local number:
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kDCNECTDp
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